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Numerous reports written over
a number of years across States
have revealed increasing numbers
of Australian children being
denied basic human rights and
the inadequacy of the care offered
to children who have been removed
from their families into the care of
the State.

The latest Victorian Ombudsman’s
Report to Government, disclosed the
level not only of family neglect, but
also of the neglect and abuse inflicted
on children in State institutions and by
State approved carers.

When families don’t or can’t keep
their children safe, children can become
State wards under a court order. To get
their children back requires parents
to show proof of changed parenting
behaviour via a further court order to
rescind the previous one.

The State as parent is required to
ensure all the needs of children it takes
into its care, emotional, social, cultural
and economic are met — this rarely
happens.

One worker described transference
of children into State care as moving
from family neglect to institutionalised
neglect. Increasingly larger numbers
of children are being removed from
families in crisis to State care,
particularly Aboriginal children.

Aboriginal parents and grandparents
refer to the large numbers of removals
of children from their communities as a
new stolen generation.

Much of the research into child
neglect and removal from families in
crisis suggests adoption as a better
option for the child than State care,
via fostering with like and approved
families.

The identified advantages of adoption
are stability for the child and no cost to
the State. Once adoption happens, the
cost of child-rearing is the responsibility
of the adopting family.

The problems associated with
adoption are that adoption would favour
very young children, permanently
remove children from birth families
and transfer children from Aboriginal
and (usually) unemployed working
class families to middle class families.
Adoption also sees children as private
property.

There has been in all States a change
of policy focus from removal to early
intervention and family support. Yet,
reportage figures and the need for
removals Australia-wide continue to
rise. So, what is the problem? Why are
so many families increasingly losing
their children to the State?
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Caring for our kids

All of the problems associated
with families in crisis, mental health
problems, alcohol and drug abuse,
violence and anger are in turn associated
with poverty, as is child abuse and
neglect.

The inadequacy of the approach
where the removal of children is treated
in isolation from all other social and
economic factors has been pointed out
by Aboriginal people concerned about
child abuse. The entire environment
surrounding the child has to be
analysed.

The same is true when it comes to
non-Aboriginal Australians.

When children are removed from an
unsafe environment they can be placed
through inadequate investigation by
overworked staff, in equally unsafe
houses and institutions, as the Victorian
and other reports have found.

But there are many, many carers
who take children into their homes,
as voluntary work with basic

-Contributed-

The national history curriculum
is currently being reviewed and
readied for public release. There is
debate around teacher training and
competence in the methodology of
teaching history.

But there are other concerns. What
should those who are aware that “history
not learnt is bound to be repeated”,
be looking for in a document that
is designed to influence the way the
nation’s students understand the world
around them?

Class relations in  capitalist
economies largely determine what
is prioritised as learning in schools
and universities, what is remembered
through the public domain, and what is
forgotten.

Social control begins with memories
being taken away and much of that
social forgetting is organised through
schooling.

Forgetting and remembering are
important to an understanding of
the ways individual and collective
identities are constructed and the
ways culture is retained, revived and
renewed. Dispositions, attitudes and
constructions of meaning are acquired
through the stories that are told in
writing or orally, across generations.

Whose stories hold pride of place
in the public domain depends on who
holds power over the State and its
institutions.

Particular events are repeated
over time and stand out as historical

expenses subsidised, but still at
financial, emotional and social cost to
themselves.

And let me tell you, the rich don’t
look after other people’s kids; the people
(mainly women) who care for kids are
poor, working class families, pensioner
families and retired grandparents,
or extended family members of the
removed child. It’s the poor looking
after the children of the poor.

There are insufficient workers in
the field and insufficient financial and
other support for carers. With support,
more carers would be available.

Deal with cause, not just effect

For a long-term solution the focus
needs to be on how communities can
be restructured to meet the needs of
all, including children, and sufficient
resources provided to make a real
difference in caring for children in their
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markers.

The story of Anzac, the sighting of
Australia by Captain Cook and the
landing of the First Fleet, are presented
as unrelated to colonialism and the
needs of empire, and take precedence
over stories of anti-colonial and
class resistance to exploitation and
oppression. That is not the whole story,
of course.

The great contradiction in all of
this is that officially recorded history,
whether presented in schools, museums
or universities that represent the world
view of one class, can be challenged
by the social or collective memory of
another.

While a ruling class version
of  history calls on official records,
working class history is more likely to
call on stories of memorable events and
struggles that have meaning and can
help to explain current happenings.

A common history, whether written
or recorded in people’s memories, not
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natural environment.

This means a shift away from
institutionalisation. It also means
putting an end to poverty and properly
dealing with all the underlying causes
of neglect and abuse.

We hear a lot from the Labor
Government on the funding of
infrastructure for big capital, particularly
for mining, but little discussion of the
needs of communities.

An infrastructure that includes
adequate transport, access to parks and
gardens, subsidised community centres
and shops, school meals and before
and after school care, counsellors and
community liaison people in local
councils or schools and youth centres,
can create a networked and supportive
community and can take a load oft
stressed families.

Australia is a wealthy country — its
people, especially its children, do not
need to suffer injustice and the effects
of poverty.

The class nature of history

only provides a basis for unity across a
diversity of people, it has a number of
additional functions.

Collective or social remembering
which reveals a history of struggle
against oppression and exploitation
reinforces the need for organised
and collective resistance to material
conditions based on injustice or
class dominance, and to the need for
fundamental social change.

To retain working class and
Indigenous  students, and make
education meaningful for the majority
of students, the history of working
class and Indigenous struggles for
social justice and social change must
be recognised as the driver of history,
which after all, is the story of how
people have changed their collective
lives.

State designed and organised
curriculum documents can be quite
prescriptive, but there is generally
room for teacher designed aspects
of a particular topic, and this allows
for opportunities for the inclusion
of working class history — of the
great strikes, resistance to wars and
compulsory call-ups, struggles over the
environment and Aboriginal resistance
to land grabs.

Ultimately, schools and other
educational institutions have to become
the property of the people, workers,
parents and students.

Until then, the history in schools
debate has to include discussion around
whose history is taught, and whose
world view is being constructed.




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


